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Claim Amendments 

Claim 1 . (cancelled) 
Claim 2. (cancelled) 
Claim 3 , (cancelled) 
CMm 4. (previously presented) 

A 

The method of claim 15 further characterized by and including the- step of 
providing a coating of reflective material over at least some of the interior surl^ce of 
the furnace. 

Claim^ . (cancelled) 

Claim 6 . (previously presented) 

Tlie method of claim 1 5 further including the step of 

providing a ceramic or other high melting point support structure to support the tool 
steel workpiece. 

Claim 7 . (previously presented) 

The method of claim 15 fiirther including the step of 

providing an air atmosphere in the furnace. 

Claim 8 . (previously presented) 

The method of claim 15 further including the step of 

providing a non-air environment in the furnace. 

QlainLS. (previously presented) 

. ■ 2 ■ 
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prcii^ding a vacuum envxronirieat in the furnace: 
■ -dlaiin 10 . (withdrawn) 

In a system for heat treating tool steel, 
a fiimace, 

support structure for tool steel workpieces to be heat treated in the furnace and 

A 

a source of infrared heat energy arranged within the fumace to direct infrared heat 
energy against tool steel workpieces in the furnace. 
Claim 1 1 (withdrawn) 
• The tool steel heat treat system of claim 10 further characterized in that 
the source of infrared heat energy is tungsten halogen lamp means. 

r- ■ 

'■'■{■^^^'^^^ heat, treat systfem of claim 1 1 further' including 

Claim 13 . (withdrawn) ~ 

tl^b tobl steel heat treat system of claim 12 further characterized in that the coating . 
-^^oi" one or more of; the metals in fi^e group consisting of gold, silver : and 
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Ciairri 15 . (jj'reviousiy pfesentfed) 

In a method of heat treating bars, blocks and other tool sted workpieces the steps of 
providing a heat treatment fiimace of a size suitable to receive a tool steel workpiece 
to be heat treated, 

providing a heat source in the interior of the furnace consisting of a source of infrared 
heat energy, 

subjecting the tool steel workpiece to heat treatment by exposing said tool steel 
workpibce to infrared heat energy froifi tkt ihj6ared heat energy source and 

• inaintaini^g said tool steel wqrigp^e. stationary during subjection of the worlqjiece 




■ iPf^^i a source of irifrared heat energy in the interior 6f the-fiirnace cbnsisfuig of 
.■^'f.'^j^^J^-S^.^g^" means, , subjecting the tool, steel wprl^iece to heat treatment by 
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' ]^Ms^Z (previously presented) 
The method of claim 16 further including the step of 

generating a temperature of up to SOOO^F in a to.o\ steel workpiece located in close 
proximity thereto iroin the tungsten halogen lamp means. 
ClatinJ_8_ - (cancelled) 

A 

Cla[m 19 . (previously presented) 

In a method of heat treating a tool steel workpiece the steps of 

providing a heat source in the interior of a fiimace of a size suitable to receive a tool 

steel workpiece to be heat treated, 

providing a coating of reflective material selected from the group consisting of gold, 

silydir::^d;a^^ and ' 



said tool steel 



■■■■ i^j^^i^'-' 
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By tiiis ahieiidraem we believe wc have placed the application in condition for 

immediate allov/ance in compliance Avith "Revised Amendment Practicer 37 CFR 1.121 

Changed" as set forth in the flyer "Rev, 3 (07/24/03)". We comment that this application has 

had quite a long pendency and hence allowance at the Examiner's early convenience is 

A 

respectfiiUy requested. 

We draw flie Examiner's attention that, to our knowledge, the Patent Office file of this 
appUcation is in the process of being returned to TC 1700 and Group Art Unit 1 742 from the 
BPA&I and hence it is conceivable that this Amendment will reach Group Art Unit 1742 
before the physipal PTO file does. Anything theiExaminer can do to expedite assembly of 
• '■'M.s P^tTi^ Foi-ihe IS^nefs 



We earlier filed a Letter transmitting a checkfbr a 37 CFR 1.20(d)^ at the BPA&I buT 
from a January 2.8,^2005 telephone conferehiie Awfli A Fineberg at the BPA&I 

we were informed (1) that the BPA&I had no fecility- for accepting fees and (2) the tendered 
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provide a grace peiriQ^ of '20 days or moris^ to .enable applibant to attend to any outstan ding 
matters. 

And finally we acknowledge with appreciation the courteous telephone discussion 
with Examiner Wyszomierski on which the current status of this application was discussed 
and from which we understood that upon filing of the terminal disclaimer the double 
patenting rejection would be overcome and, since that was the only issue in the application 
(except for the submission of a clean set of claims which has herewith been attended to), the 
application would be allowed. 

. . Please know we are available,dufiag.QjB5ce hours in person or by voice mail should 



our 



A/:f ij^^^,& Sons Co: . 
26ll:Jsrbith Southpoit Avenue 

. ; x:i^3|b,; iL. 60614' : 
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